Hey,
 

Our youth entertainment committee went with the myspace option. Very accessible to young people. I recommend.
 

Check out  http://www.myspace.com/cessnockyouthcouncil 
 

Cheers
 

Lakin
 

	
	Catch my flow I'm your YDO



		
	Lakin Agnew
Cessnock Youth Development Officer 

Kurri Kurri Community Centre
251 Lang St
Kurri Kurri 2327
PO Box 473
Kurri Kurri 2327 

ydo@kkcc.com.au 

tel: 
fax: 
mobile: 




0438636009 
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02) 49374555 
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-----Original Message-----
From: Kelly Watson [mailto:KWatson@bmcc.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Thursday, 15 March 2007 9:38 AM
To: youthgas@elistas.com
Cc: Luke Carroll
Subject: [youthgas] Options for Website Building for Youth Communities - a summary
Options for Website Building for Youth Communities

By Luke Carroll

Introduction

At Blue Mountains City Council, our Youth Council website was in desperate need of a face-lift, one because the colour scheme was rather heinous and two because it was not attracting an audience which rather defeated the purpose. (www.bmyc.com.au) As a result, we, being my self and Kelly our Youth Services Development Officer, decided to build a new website, which presented us with the problem of how to do it. Do we use a networking site such as myspace or a build your own hosting site? Below is a table listing the pros and cons of each site we have been referred to.

Sites

	Site
	Type
	Pros
	Cons

	http://australia.takingitglobal.org 
	Networking
	· Free of charge and no advertising 
· Directed at youth organisations 
· Event organisation functions 
	· No flexibility in relation to layout and design 
· One page only site 

	www.tricomm.org.au
	Site Builder
	· Easy to use and update templates 
· Can include forums, polls, newsflashes, discussion boards, events calendar, guestbook 
· Allows for moderation of forums etc 
	· Limited design choice – no individual design input 

	www.netregistry.com.au 
	Site Builder
	· Instant website or professionally designed options 
· Over 500 templates to choose from for instant website 
· Up to 40 page site 
· Easy to create 
· Can include forums etc 
	· From $15.95/month or $191.40/year, more expensive for the professionally designed sites 

	www.facebook.com 
	Networking
	· Only people registered as friends are able to post therefore content can be moderated 
· Very good for networking members of organisation, however for site design – not so great 
· Free 
	· Limited design options 
· Personal profile site so each member of organisation has to have a profile 

	www.yarn.gov.au
	Site Building
	· Free to build your own site 
· Directed at youth groups therefore gives opportunity for networking with similar organisations 
	· Aimed at rural groups 
· Standard template and no design options 

	www.myspace.com 
	Networking
	· Very flexible in design and layout 
· A lot of young people have an account 
· Content from other users can be somewhat moderated 
· Free 
	· Supported by advertising 
· Has a fair amount of “weirdos” 
· Sometimes access restricted in places where youth have access to computers 

	http://groups.msn.com/ 
	Networking/Virtual Community
	· Free 
· Members must be approved and can later be deleted and therefore no “weirdos” can access however can be set so any one can view 
· Ability to make chat rooms and forums. Also has photo album and calendar abilities where any member can upload photos 
· Moderation of content fairly easy 
	· Limited design options [only colour scheme can be changed] 
· Although members have to be approved “weirdos” may still slip through. 
· Other MSN groups may have inappropriate content 
· Needs an MSN passport to view. 


[NB. These are only a few of the sites out there. The other networking/site building/community sites all typically have the same advantages and disadvantages mentioned here.]

What we did

In the end, we decided to make two sites. The first being an official site and as an offshoot from the council website. The second is a myspace site which the youth council members are updating with us moderating the content. The idea is to have parents and such look at the council site but the youth in the mountains area using the myspace site. You can all go and see it at www.myspace.com/bmyouthcouncil. The design has been done by one of the Youth Councillors – we are currently working together to figure out the most appropriate design too.

Web Hosting

After we had decided what we were doing, we were told of a webhosting company donating free hosting to community groups who are out to make a difference. For more information: http://startYourOwnWebsite.net/info
Hope this helps all those people out there looking to start a website.

All the best,

Luke.

Kelly Watson
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