
Weekending 26 April 2008
	Formal Consultations for the new Australian Youth Forum

The Australian Youth Forum is open for consultation until 30 May 2008, to allow young people and members of the youth sector to submit their ideas and thoughts on how the Australian Youth Forum should be developed.

More detailed information regarding the federal government’s consultation process, including the discussion paper and the process for written submissions, is available at www.thesource.gov.au. More information about YACSA’s response may be found on the website.

In addition to written submissions, face to face consultations will be held in every capital city and regional centres. Origin Communications are conducting consultations for 15-24 year olds and are calling for young people to contact them on 0424 189 838 or youth@origincommunications.com.au. No times or venues have been arranged but the Adelaide consultations will be on during 6-7 May & the Mt. Gambier ones during 8-9 May. Young people who contact Origin will be notified of the times & venues.

The details of the Adelaide consultation for organisations are:

When:   Tuesday, 6 May 2008, 2.00 to 4.00 p.m.

Where:  Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR) Conference Room, Level 2, KPMG House, 115 Grenfell Street, Adelaide

Anyone who is keen to attend this consultation can register themselves, by contacting gabrielle.burrell@deewr.gov.au or mobile 0417 254 766. Online submissions can also be made (see the above link). Alternatively, you may wish to attend as part of a representation from YACSA, in which case please contact robert@yacsa.com.au or on telephone 8226 3080.


	Minister’s Youth Council Recruiting Now


The Minister for Youth, Paul Caica, invites young people aged between 12 - 22 years to express interest in membership to the Minister’s Youth Council.

The Minister’s Youth Council is an advisory council of young South Australians that provides advice to the Minister for Youth and gives young South Australian’s a greater say in government decision making. The Minister’s Youth Council provides advice on policy areas being considered by government as well as on issues raised by the Council’s members.

No specific formal experience is required, however applicants should possess an interest in issues affecting young people. There are multiple positions available in this membership round with appointments being made to the Council in June and October 2008.

If you’d like to apply, or you’d like to find out more information, please click on the link: Minister's Youth Council Recruitment 2008
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Surveys & Submissions
Mission Australia’s 2008 National Survey of Young Australians
Mission Australia has launched its next national survey of Young Australians. The survey, the 7th to be conducted, is for all young people aged 11 to 24 years. It asks youth what they value, what issues concern them, whom they admire and where they go for advice and support. The survey can be completed on-line here and a PDF or hard copy(ies) of the survey can also be requested from hampshirea@missionaustralia.com.au. 
The survey closes on 27 June 2008 and a report on the survey's findings will be available in late 2008.
In their own words: Insights into the concerns of young Australians
This four-page snapshot, published online on 14 April 2008, brings together direct comments from around 700 young people who completed Mission Australia's National Survey of Young Australians in 2007.  Commenting on a range of issues, from body image and family conflict to mental health and drugs, the young respondents help us to get an honest view of the many things that occupy their minds day-to-day.
  
One of the biggest concerns revealed in the survey data was body image, with one 13-year-old female respondent saying, "Something really needs to be done about the image of models. I hate it how they're so skinny. They need to use some real girls/women, not sticks." These insights offer a richness which contributes to the understanding of any individual or organisation interested in the wellbeing of young people. Download the report here or get there via: http://tinyurl.com/6dmbcw
The survey is for those aged 11 to 24 years and explores what young people value, what concerns them, where they turn for advice and support, their level of engagement in the community and who they admire. (Source: Mission Australia's blog at: http://officialmissionaustralia.blogspot.com/)
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Training & Workshops
Planning for a Positive Future: Future Directions
This course is for people dealing with change in their lives – and who are looking for future directions.
When:   Wednesday 7 May to 11 June, 10am – 12pm
Where: At the Anglicare training rooms, 197 South Rd Morphett Vale
Cost:     $10 for 5 weekly sessions
Info:      To register please call: Kerry Reid, Families In Focus, 8392 3100
Fighting Fair: Mediation & Conflict Resolution training
When:       2 & 3 June 2008, 9:15 – 4:15
Where:     Goodman Building - Adelaide Botanic Gardens, Hackney Road, Adelaide
Catering:   A delicious morning and afternoon tea will be provided.
Materials:  Each participant will receive a training manual.
Cost:         $290+GST for AASW members or $310+GST for non-members.
Registration:  Log onto www.fightingfair.com.au and fill in the online registration form.
Narrative Therapy Training
When:  13 May 2008, 9.30am – 4.30pm
Where: Relationships Australia SA, 49a Orsmond St, Hindmarsh
Cost:    $60
OzGREEN’s Youth LEAD Program
An innovative eco-social leadership and action training program giving young people the skills, motivation and opportunities to lead the way to a sustainable future

When:   26 – 27 September 2008
Where: Douglass Scrub Youth Camp, McLaren Flat, SA
Whom:  15-25 yr olds (flexible age limit) 
More info: contact Gabe on 0405 02 3232 or visit the website. Register on-line or contact Gabe for a registration form.
Using ACT (Acceptance & Commitment Therapy)
This workshop is for counsellors, social workers, youth workers, community health workers, doctors, nurses and psychologists.  It is highly practical and experiential.
When:   Thursday & Friday 26 & 27 June 2008,  9:30am to 4:30pm
Where:  Sophia, 225 Cross Rd, Cumberland Park
Cost:      $300 (GST included)
Info:       Dung Nguyen on 8364 4606, email: dung@bigpond.net.au 
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Conferences & Forums
Destination Inclusion: SACOSS Stronger Communities Conference 2008
http://www.sacoss.org.au/events/conference/index.html   

Law Week 2008
Activities during Law Week include:
· The South Australian Institute of Justice Studies Annual Oration
· The Law Week Trial
· The Courts Open Day
· The Elliott Johnston Tribute Lecture
· Free Legal Advice
· Law Society of South Australia – Mock Trial Competition
· Law Week Youth Parliament
When:   11 – 18 May
Where:  Various venues
Info:      (08) 8229 0222
Making a Difference: Social Inclusion for New & Emerging Communities Conference
When:  Reception Wednesday 25th June, Conference Thursday 26 – Friday 27 June 2008
Where: Banquet Room, Adelaide Festival Centre, King William Road, Adelaide
Hosted: by the Migrant Resource Centre of South Australia
Info:     Any additional information about the conference can be obtained from:
Matti Spellacy, Migrant Resource Centre of SA
Tel: (08) 8217 9510, Fax: (08) 8217 9556, Email: matti@mrcsa.com.au
The 2008 Fulbright Symposium – Healthy People, Prosperous Country
The 2008 Fulbright Symposium – Healthy People, Prosperous Country – will be held from 10-11 July at the National Wine Centre in Adelaide. This will be a unique opportunity to meet people from across a wide range of sectors and exchange ideas on bringing about change that promotes health, well-being and prosperity in the 21st Century. 

They are inviting people and organisations to send an expression of interest in attending this Symposium. Numbers are limited and they aim to ensure a mix of representatives from across all sectors. 

To register interest, please send an email to fulbrightsymposium@flinders.edu.au with your name, organisation and position, contact details, the sector in which you work (e.g. health, education, employment, business, government) and a brief statement (25 words) expressing why you are interested in participating in this international symposium. Expressions of interest will close on 15 May 2008.
 
Invitations to register will be sent out after 19 May. To meet the cost of running such a significant event, we will need to charge a registration fee of $400.
 
For further information visit www.flinders.edu.au/fulbright-symposium or contact Michael Bentley, Program Manager, on 08 8204 5981
The 2008 Fulbright Symposium (www.fulbright.com.au) is being hosted by Flinders University (www.flinders.edu.au) and the Cooperative Research Centre for Aboriginal Health (www.crcah.org.au).
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Opportunities for Young People
Young Adults Wanted for Solar City Training Program
LIMITED PLACES AVAILABLE!!!!!
When: 30th April – 30th August 2008
Who: 16 – 24 years old
Where: Conservation Volunteers Australia, 130 Franklin Street, Adelaide
Training: 6 & 7 May Energy Audits, 12 May Field site Training, 19 May Training with energy
Partner, 2 June – Start field auditing every Monday up to 15 days
FREE LUNCH PROVIDED!!!!
To book in contact: Jono or Rebbeca @ 8212 0777 or jmcphail@cva.org.au
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Diary Dates
Hand in Hand: Parenting Challenging Children
An 8 week course designed to assist parents to manage children aged between 4 –12 years with challenging and difficult behaviour
Where:  Woodcroft Community Centre, 175 Bains Road Woodcroft
When:   15 May – 3 July, Thursdays 12.45 – 2.45pm
Cost:     Sessions are Free and Free Crèche available on  request (bookings essential)
Bookings: Southern Junction Community Services Family Services Centre on 8326 2955, enquiries: Chris Davis 
Who’s in Charge?
A course for parents, guardians or caregivers who are struggling with children or adolescents who use violence and abuse toward them or other family members: presenting strategies for coping with difficult situations and behaviours.
 
When:  Friday mornings, 9 May - 27 June, 9.30 am – 11.30 am
Where:   Southern Junction Community Services, 100 Dyson Rd, Christies Downs
Cost:   Sessions are free 
Facilitators: Sheila Davidson (SJCS) and Sandie Griffin (Centacare)
Enquiries: to Sheila, bookings to Amber 8326 2955
World Hepatitis Awareness Day
What:    HepLinkSA Forum
When:   Monday 19 May 2008, 9.00 am – 12.30 
Where: Education Development Centre, Milner St, Hindmarsh, Room G.11B
RSVP:    by going to reply or phone 8362 8443 by Thursday 15 May or now!
International Day Against HOmophobia (IDAHO)
IDAHO day is on May 17 & the goal of IDAHO’s 2008 ‘Homosexuality is not a sickness!’ campaign is to reach all healthcare workers and professionals.
Check out what happened in South Australia for IDAHO 2007 by going to: http://www.acsa.org.au/idaho.html
And stay tuned for what’s happening in South Australia for IDAHO 2008!

National Volunteers Week 2008 Launch
Join Volunteering SA & NT and Senator Ursula Stephens – Federal Parliamentary Secretary for Volunteers for the city based launch of National Volunteers Week. The launch will be held on Monday 12 May 12 – 2.30pm under the Gawler Place canopy in Rundle Mall. Program details for the afternoon are still being finalised. Register your intention NOW to attend and bring your banner, E: Sascha.loffler@volunteeringsa.org.au
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Youth News & Newsletters
Stand Up 4 U free DVD
Stand Up 4 U is a free DVD for young women on the early signs of potentially abusive relationships. It demonstrates behaviour which is controlling, isolating and undermines confidence. Visit here.
Youth Field Xpress out now
April 2008 edition http://www.acys.info/publications/newsletter/current_edition
Rainbow Girls
Southern Womens and Marion Youth Centre are having a group called Rainbow Girls this coming term for same sex attracted women who are under 30. 
When: Wednesday nights from 5.30 – 7.30pm; 30 April, 14 May, 28 May, 11 June, 25 June
Where: Marion Youth, 249 Diagonal Rd, near Oaklands Train Station.
 
All same sex attracted women under 30 are invited to come along to hang out with others and have a chance to talk about stuff related to their lives. 
Info: Phone: 8384 9555 and ask for Jess or 8377 1055 and ask for Emma, email: Muller.Jess@saugov.sa.gov.au
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Job Opportunities
Northern Area Community & Youth Services are looking for Volunteer Mentors
The focus of the mentoring is on:
- homework support,
- literacy and numeracy.
All volunteers are required to undergo a Police Check, and attend training prior to being matched with a young person. Please note that this opportunity can be used as your vocational placement hours.
For further information contact NACYS direct: Phone - (08) 8252 2474, Email - nacys@nacys.asn.au
Work for Mission Australia
Mission Australia is seeking to appoint a number of casual and part-time Youth Workers.  Applicants must have an ability to build genuine rapport with young people and an understanding of issues for local young people at risk of disengaging from education. Training in Certificate 4 in Youth Work or Community Services is a basic requirement for the position. 
For an application pack, please contact Mark Corfield on 8326 1114 or corfieldm@missionaustralia.com.au
For further information regarding these positions, please contact Kerrie Sellen on Ph: 8326 1114 or 0417 873 853
Applications close on Monday 28 April 2008
Work for Shine SA
An opportunity has arisen within SHine SA, South Australia's leading sexual health agency, for a Community Health Nurse (Level 2) to work within a multi disciplinary team providing clinical and educational services to improve the sexual health of the community.
A job and person specification can be obtained through the SHine SA web site www.shinesa.org.au or by contacting Kathy Edwards on (08) 8252 7955 or email  kathy.edwards@health.sa.gov.au.  For further information call Sue Arwen Manager on 8252 7955  or email susan.arwen@health.sa.gov.au. 
Oxfam Australia seek Youth Program Officer
Oxfam Australia is looking for a  Youth Program Officer to join its youth programs in Sydney.
Please visit www.oxfam.org.au/jobs for application details – closes 9 May.  
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Web Sites
Follow up on the OASIS TV program
Here are useful links:

The OASIS
http://www.abc.net.au/tv/oasis/

http://www.theoasismovie.com.au/om/education/studyGuide.php

RESPONSES to the documentary
http://www2b.abc.net.au/tmb/Client/Board.aspx?b=102

REPORT: The National Youth Commission's report “Australia's Homeless Youth”
http://www.theoasismovie.com.au/om/report/report.php
Go to top
Awards
South Australian Government Volunteer Awards

The Joy Noble Award
This is an annual award, given on South Australia’s Volunteers Day (9 June 2008), to a Government employee or group who has made an outstanding contribution to volunteering within a Government program.
 
The Premier's Business Award in Volunteering
This award has been created to recognise the invaluable contribution of the business sector to the community through its support of volunteering.
Community Project Award
The newly created Community Project Award has been developed to recognise the most outstanding South Australian community volunteer project for a given year.
Nominations for the above awards are now open, and further information can be found by visiting http://www.ofv.sa.gov.au/awards.htm
Free Downloadable Certificates for NVW 2008
To download this free certificate to use for your volunteers during NVW 2008, go here. 
2008 Westpac Australian Community Idol
A $3000 cash prize plus a host of must-have community group resources are up for grabs for the winner of this annual award. Entry forms are here.
NAIDOC Awards 2008
These close on 30 April 2008. More info at www.naidoc.org.au
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Research
New Report Recommends Changes to Young Offender Programs
In 2006-07, 500 young people spent varying lengths of time in South Australia’s youth training centres at Magill and Cavan. A new report prepared for the Guardian by Dr Andrew Day and Dr Sharon Casey of the University of South Australia draws on the published literature, consultation with residents and interviews with experts in youth justice to review the programmes provided and propose directions for change.
The Review of Programmes in Youth Training Centres, released recently, finds that significant re-development of youth training centre programmes is required.  This includes clarification of purpose, a well supported case-management tool, development of age, gender and culturally appropriate services and ongoing monitoring of the social climate of the centres.
The review is available on the Guardian's website in two parts.  Part 1 is a comprehensive review of human developmental theories and programmes to address re-offending in young people.  Part 2 contains details of the consultations and  recommendations.
A summary of the literature review and a summary of the recommendations are also available.
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Other
Items of Interest
Children in state care: commission of inquiry report 
Ted Mullighan / Commission of Inquiry into Children in State Care, Government of South Australia
This is the final report of a commission which found that many of these children were sexually abused while in state care. It contains 54 recommendations for reform.
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Australia's homeless youth: a report of the National Youth Commission inquiry into youth homelessness 
National Youth Commission / Caledonia Foundation
The National Youth Commission Inquiry into Youth Homelessness is the second inquiry, specifically focused on homelessness, to be conducted independently of government. Twenty years on, 'youth homelessness' is still with us. Posted 08-04-2008
Australia 2020 Summit background papers 
Australia 2020 Summit
These papers, prepared by the steering committee of the Australia 2020 Summit in consultation with ministerial co-chairs and their departments, explore the themes set out in each stream and provide background information on some of the major areas to be discussed at the Summit.
Who's supporting us? TAFE staff perspectives on supporting students with mental illnesses
Cydde Miller, Nhi Nguyen
Students reporting a mental illness do poorly in vocational education and training (VET) compared with other disability groups. This is a challenge for the VET sector. Teachers and support staff are at the frontline in responding to the needs of these students and this research explored staff perspectives on how TAFE institutes in Australia are supporting students with mental illnesses.
Helping students with mental illness: Lessons from TAFE classrooms
Cydde Miller, Nhi Nguyen
This brief publication accompanies the report 'Who's supporting us? TAFE staff perspectives on supporting students with a mental illness'. Aimed at TAFE staff, it provides a summary of the key findings of the report, including lessons from participants about strategies to help students with mental illness, and useful resources.
Alcohol Fact Sheets for Parents
Young People & Alcohol
Report on National Consultation with Children & Young People
 
Mental Health Resources
Multicultural Mental Health Australia (MMHA) has released a number of new mental health resources with a couple of leading agencies. MMHA launched its "What Is..."  series of mental health fact sheets in over 20 languages at the recent Diversity In Health Conference in Sydney. The 10 topics cover issues surrounding mental illness and MMHA and Australia's leading provider of blindness and low vision services, Vision Australia, have produced the series into braille, large print, electronic text for the internet and audio formats such as CD, cassette and DAISY for those with a print disability. 
In addition to these new resources, MMHA has also released a new series of bilingual resources with beyondblue: the national depression initiative. The fact sheets are available in many languages. These new resources are all free and can be ordered directly from the MMHA office on (02) 9840 3333 or downloaded from www.mmha.org.au/mmha-products/fact-sheets 
Go to top
Visit www.yacsa.com.au for more information for young people and the youth sector

You can help create a fair go for all Australians....visit www.australiafair.org.au to see how

Think B4U Print: 1 ream of paper = 6% of a tree and 5.4kg CO2 in the atmosphere; 3 sheets of A4 paper = 1 litre of water.
If you would like to feature something in e-bulletin, please email ebulletin@yacsa.com.au. 
YACSA acknowledges its main funding bodies, the Department for Families and Communities and the Office for Youth.
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